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PREFACE 



T Tl THEN, some twenty years ago, the country 
* * living which I now hold was offered me by 
the kind friend to whom the patronage belonged, I 
accepted it with little hesitation, and I did so with 
my eyes open and not without counting the cost. 
I knew that in joining the ranks of the country 
clergy I was burning my ships and that there was 
no professional future before me. 

I have never regretted my decision. I have 
found an abiding joy and pride in doing my best 
for my people and studying them and their ways in 
the present, while trying to learn something about 
their forefathers and their ways in the past 
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In my first volume — entitled Arcady, for better 
for worse — I gave the world the result of my 
observations upon men and things as I found 
them. I believe it was and is a faithful picture; 
but there was nothing retrospective in it reaching 
further back than the first half of the eighteenth 
century. 

It so happened, however, that certain antiquarian 
tastes, which were born with me, led me into 
researches here and there which appeared to me 
to throw some new light upon mediaeval history. 

The discovery of the immense body of direct 
evidence which the Manor Court Rolls afford 
regarding the incidence of the great plague of 1349 ; 
the study of the Rougham charters, which yielded 
such a minute insight into the life of a village 
community in the thirteenth century ; and the 
extraordinary find of a prosperous country parson's 
\annual audit for the year ending Michaelmas, 1306,* 
vft tre instances of the fact that even in History there 

> 1 "he first two of these papers are printed in my Coming of 
the Ffu.*™ ; the third in Random Roomings, 
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are still many discoveries to be made, and also that 
some men are curiously fortunate in their finds. 

The essays in the present volume on Parish Life, 
as distinct from village life, and on the Parish 
Priest, as distinct from the country parson, are 
in great measure supplementary to or elucidatory 
of the earlier papers referred to. If it were at all 
probable that a re-arrangement of my writings 
should be undertaken, I should like to see these 
five or six papers on Mediaeval Parish history 
published in a volume by themselves, so only that 
I were permitted to add two more contributions 
on the same lines of research, supplementary to 
these earlier ones. 

To some readers the attempt to deal with the 
Baptism of Clovis may appear out of place in 
a volume so English as this is. Nevertheless, I 
am sure that there are others who will readily 
understand why this essay should be found in 
such company. For the student of English Origins 
when confronted by the thick darkness, say, of the 
fifth, century, often finds himself mastered by a 
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kind of passionate impatience to break away from it 
and to get into the light again — anyhow — anywhere. 
"I can find nothing," he says to himself, "about 
what was passing here when the Roman legions 
deserted our island; let me follow if I can for a 
while, the movements of those fierce barbarian hosts, 
never at rest, a day's sail from our own coast line ! " 
And so the historic instinct leads him to widen 
his purview, and mental refreshment comes which 
brings with it clearer vision and a profounder 
appreciation of the unity of history. 

As to the other trifles in the book, they must 
apologise for themselves. 
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